
The Sparrow Lake Alliance of professionals 

from all sectors serving children and youth  

celebrates 20 years of commitment and 

leadership. 

 

Join us at our annual conference: 

Opportunities in Times of Adversity –  

The Time is Now 
Thursday, April 30th          Full Day + Evening Program  

Friday, May 1st   Morning Program 

Bayview Wildwood Resort on the shores of Sparrow Lake, Severn Bridge 

 

THURSDAY CONFERENCE PROGRAM 

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION  

 FRANCES LANKIN  

Opportunities in Times of Adversity 

 

 

Frances Lankin is the President and CEO of the United Way of Greater Toronto. She is a former cabinet 
minister in the Ontario government, serving as both Health Minister and Economic Development and 
Trade Minister. Ms Lankin has also taken on a new role in a federal agency with her recent appointment 
by the Prime Minister to the Security Intelligence Review Committee. 

 

 

 



 PRESENTATION 

 Dr. Ian Manion – Conference Moderator 

 

 Retrospective – The 20 Year Journey Toward Cross-sectoral 

Alignment. 
Twenty years have passed since Dr. Steinhauer convened the first gathering of professionals from all 

sectors serving children and youth at a small lodge on Sparrow Lake.  The movement to strive 

strategically toward cross-sectoral alignment was formalized and named the Sparrow Lake Alliance.  

The Alliance has continued to reconvene annually to continue the work and nourish the vision.  As a 

member of the Sparrow Alliance Steering Committee and Executive Director, Provincial Centre of 

Excellence for Child and Youth Mental Health, Ian Manion begins our conference with a clear-sighted 

look at our 20 year journey.   

 

 “Adversity Reveals Genius.  Prosperity Conceals It”   
 

The Alliance challenges its members to pool their collective wisdom and create new solutions 

The above quote from Horace is put to the test as panels of experts  identify emerging opportunities in 

three areas of current concern in Ontario.  Presenters on each panel represent a unique combination of 

expertise, experience and the vision of emerging leaders.  Participants will have the opportunity to 

dialogue with all of the presenters.    

 

  PRESENTERS  -   CHILDREN/YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH 

 

Dr. Simon Davidson  

Dr. Davidson, Chief Strategic Planning Executive of the Centre of Excellence, is one of the 

original founding members of the Sparrow Lake Alliance.    He is the Chair of the Children and 

Youth Advisory Committee for the Mental Health Commission of Canada.  In addition to the 

many positions held by Dr. Davidson, he is also Chair of the Division of Child and Adolescent 

Psychiatry in the Department of Psychiatry at the University of Ottawa.  Dr. Davidson is a 

passionate advocate for youth and was the force behind the renaming of the Ministry for 

Children to include Youth. 

 

Cathy Dyer            
Cathy Dyer is a survivor of the child welfare and mental health systems.  She is a graduate of 

the University of Toronto and Project Coordinator for The New Mentality, working alongside 

youth who are raising awareness about mental illness in their communities.  As an emerging 

leader, Cathy brings vitality and vision to any discussion and believes youth are powerful 

agents for positive change. 



  PRESENTERS  -   YOUTH VIOLENCE 

Dr. Alan Leschied 
Dr. Leschied is a psychologist and professor at the Faculty of Education, University of Western 

Ontario. He is a founding member of the International Prisons and Corrections Association, 

and has served as the Canadian Psychology Association’s representative to the Health Care 

Advisory for Correctional Services in Canada. He has authored numerous publications in areas 

related to young offender assessment, treatment and rehabilitation and is a frequent 

national and international expert presenter. 

 

Justice Dianne Nicholas 
 

The Honourable Justice Madam Dianne Nicholas, Ontario Court of Justice, East Region is part 

of the newly launched Youth Mental Health Court at the Royal Ottawa Mental Health Center. 

 

 

 

Jenny Katz  
Jenny Katz, Frontline Partners with Youth Network, is an emerging leader in community and 

social services. In a previous position, she worked from a trauma framework as a therapist 

with young women with assault charges.  Feeling the need to respond to the gun violence of 

the Summer of 2005, she convened a gathering to find out how other people working directly 

with youth were coping.  This gathering marked the birth of Frontline Partners with Youth 

Network. 

 

 

 

 PRESENTERS  -   EDUCATION 

 

Barry Finlay 

Barry Finlay is the Director of the Special Education Policy and Program Services and Strategic 

Planning Branches at the Ministry of Education where he is a strong advocate for cross-ministry 

alignment of services.  He has a distinguished career in education including Associate Director of 

Halton District School Board.   

 

 

Dr. Bruce Ferguson 
As Director of the Community Health Systems Resource Group in the Community 

Health/Mental Health Program at SickKids,  Dr. Ferguson is working to build networks and 

improve systems of care and support for children, youth and families.   He is a Professor of 

Psychiatry, Psychology and Public Health Sciences and a member of the Graduate Faculty at 

the University of Toronto. Dr. Ferguson is a tireless advocate for cross-sectoral collaboration. 

 



PRESENTATION 

Dr. Marie Bountrogianni 

 

 A Vision for the Future  

 
Dr. Bountrogianni is the President and Executive Director of the Royal Ontario Museum.  She served as Ontario’s 

first Minister of Children and Youth Services. Other Ontario cabinet positions included:  Minister of Citizenship and 

Immigration; Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs; and Minister for Democratic-Renewal.   She is the ideal 

presenter to bring sum up Thursday’s dialogue and provide inspiration for Friday’s tasks. 

 

THURSDAY EVENING       6:00 p.m.         20th Anniversary Celebrations  

Master/ Mistress of Ceremonies ς  Celia Denov & Dr. Bruce Ferguson, Former Co- Chairs of  

     Sparrow Lake Alliance  

This evening together provides all participants with a wonderful opportunity to reminisce and pay 

tribute to our cross-sectoral champions. 

 Dinner 

 Sparrow Award ς Dr. Richard Meen  

 

FRIDAY CONFERENCE PROGRAM   9:00 ς 12:00 

Facilitators ς  Dr. Ian Manion,   Centre of Excellence, Sparrow Lake Steering Committee 

  Virginia Rowden, OACAS, Sparrow Lake Steering Committee, Limbo Task Force 

 
Help shape the future of the Sparrow Lake Alliance - every voice counts.   
 

 Using an innovative and interactive process, help shape the future of the Sparrow Lake Alliance.   In this 

session put forward your ideas for the future, discuss them with others who share the passion and then create 

a CALL TO ACTION, to find opportunities and solutions for better services in these tough economic times.  Help 

set our agenda for the next decade of change.   

 

 

 

 

REGISTER EARLY  

Cost - $195    

Special Rate Available for Students and Retired 

Professionals 

 

For Registration and Accommodation arrangements    

Website:     www.sparrowlake.org   

Email / Fax attached registration form 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sparrowlake.org/

